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Tape 1, Side 1

HOLLINGSWORTH: This is Teresa Follingsworth, and T'm in the home
of Mrs, Archie Hume, And today is November 17,
1987, and we'lre in, near Tompkinsville, Kentucky.
And we're going to talk about Mre., Hume and her
husband, and his work in singing schools in this
area of the state., Mrs, Hume, youtre going through
some diaries right now. Could you tell me, maybe
a little bit sbout them?

HiME: Well, now, he started these diaries. He started in '45 with
his first five=year diary. And that's where T've got these
records of his singing schools, now, down. So, well have %o
gOw= ‘

/Bimultaneously/ BOLTINGSWORTH from there,

HumE: from there,

UOLLINGSWORTH: MNow these are thingsa Did he write in ithese every=-
day Jjust about? "

HUME: dJust about everyday he wrote a little something that happen-
ed, you see,

HOLLINGSWORTH: uh-huh,

HUME: Ande-
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HOLLINGSWORTH: And these diaries, he wrote aﬁot, about his singing
schools? :

HUME: Well, he'd tell where he'd been, you know,
HOLLINGSWORTH: Where he'd been?
HUME: Yea.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Well, let me ask you this, Could you tell me how
did you meet Mr, Hume?

HUME: Well, T went to a singing school to him, T guess it was in
the twenties. Now,I'm younger than he was. He's about
twelve years older’ than me, But his wife past*away. BRut
when he was living with his wife, why T went to a singing
school with him, When I was in the teens, he had a singing
school at Fbenezer in Monroe County. So, he spent one night
at our house. I remember him staying, but I was, you know,

# not thinking nothing about it. Anything you know except
going and learning music, S0 T wag in the class, of gourse,
one of them. So that was about in the twenties, But his

Eiﬁ“ wife past away. And his wife and he had come to Fbenegzer

for the annual singing every year;one Sunday out of the year
_at Tbenezer,s And that's where I went to school. /Follingse
worth Yaughter/ T hadn't got acquainted with him. But T
went on, of course. I guess I attended every singing he

had at Ebenezer. The annual singing went on, and of course
) he had singing schools at other places, but now T've not

s got them down, But T did, T started now,my records in %5,
= But after, of course, T got more acquainted with him and

' ¥5' his wife.~ He had a good woman, had a good woman., And they

Uv . -~"had seven children, And she past away, and then after so

long, why we began to get together, of course, Thinking
nothing about it, you know, Meeting on the streets of
Tompkinsville. And it just kept growing and growing, you

see, to more and more, Finally it ended up in an engagement
and a marriage. So then we lived on the farm down next to

the county house., In the brick house over there on the creek,

Fast Fork Creek. And we lived there till about, T guess
thirteen or fourteen years, And, of course, he had singing
schools through there, at the time, Then we moved to Tdmon=
ton in '51; T believe it was. And we stayved there five years,
and then we bought this home here on the Gamal&il Road., And
came back here, and we lived here. And I've lived here ever
since, And he past away, my husband padgt away in fourteenth
day of Decenbers, 1963,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Now how many years does that make that that you all
were married?

HUME: We was married almost twenty-four years, almost twenty-four
years.

HOLLINGSWORTH: NOWme
I
Aymm: And we went alot. Yes, we did to singing schools. He had his
Synday singings, but seemed like for the first few years we
didn't go every Sunday. BPRut he got started, and it was just

mﬁﬁjﬁmmmm__
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HUME (continued): about a every Sunday thing. He started around
the first Sunday in April, And close/out about
November and December, around there,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Now he taught shape-note singing?

HUME: No. Yea, he taught shape-note, That's right, taught shapew~
notes,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Where did he learn how to sing shape-note singing?

HUME; Well, he went to a singing school. He said he went to a
singing school at Ebenezer, And I forgot the name of the one
who taught the school. But he said that they were charging
«79¢ to be in that class. And he said that he didn'% have
the +75¢. And he said that if he ever learned to be a sing-
er, and teach music, he'd never barr nobody from his sing-
ing school who didn't have money to pay.

[simultaneously/ HOLLINGSWORTH: We'd let them come in anyway?
HUME: The one's who able to pay,

HUME: what he'd ask, and then anybody could come. And he said he
stood by that, and he did. He stood by that. One place he
went, he said that they said that we want that for just the
one?s who had paid. So he said T won't teach it then. &aid
T will not because he said T wasn't able to pay. And T want-
ed to learn music worse than anything in the world. and I
didn't have the .75¢ to pay. S0 that's the way it went,

HOLLINGSWORTH: How did he end up learning if he didn't get to go
to that school?

HUME: He went there and sat in the back, through the singing school,
you see., And he picked up some things, and then he'd have his
own way of learning as he went home, And listen, and I heard
them say he'd be sitting on a log, out there on his way hone
with his book trying to sing. I heard them tell that.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay, =0 he learned how to sing shape=note singing
school, at singing school., Were moste=~

HUME: Yea, because they had the books, And of course he had the
books with shape-notes in it, T'm sure.

HOLLINGSWORTH: What kinds, T'm sorry mam, what kinds of books did
he use? What kind of singing?

HUME: My husband?

HOLLINGSWORTH: Uh-huh,

HUME: Well, now, his leading book was Winsett, Winsett Books, be=
cause he would order any kind that he heard of. BRut it seem-
ed like the Winsett books went over better. And he used the

fateo” Battsy too, the Batts books. And T, if T may, I can show you
something.

HOTLLINGSWORTH: Okay. thopped recorder, Hume exits room, reenters,/




HOLLINGSWORTH (continued): Ckay, Mrs, Hume, you went out of the
room and you've brought us in a trunk
full of music books. And what's this
one called? Theww

HUME: The Theory of Music;and what is it?

HOLLINGSWORTH: The Thomas Analvtical Theory'of Music.

HUME: Thatts one he used,
HOLLINGSWORTH: By J.IF. Thomas,

HUME: But here's his, some of his older books, There's Standard
Rudiments, here's Harmony of Voice Leading, and,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Tet's see, Harmony of TLeading Voice is by Pace,
OkaY¢

HUME: Here's some old ones that he used, I guess he's about wore
these out /Follingsworth laughteTd

HOLLTNGSWORTH: And you saide-

HUME: T thought T'd keep them that some of the children might want
them after I've gone,

And you sald that he would, would,

HUME: Keep them myself. Things he would use,
all thiSQ

HOLLINGSWORTH: He would order these now, righte

HUME: Oh, yes, he ordered these, And this from,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Tet's see, that ones by the Ruebush=Kieffer Companye
Let me=-we'll write that down, Okay, let's see, T
see something in that trunk that says the Vaughan
Company on it. :

HUME: Where? Oh, he ordered from all of them, FEverything he could
think of to help him alongs Thatis what,

HOLLTNGSWORTH: What year, do you know what year he started teaching
at these singing schools?

HUME: No, there's Vaughan's,
HOLLINGSWORTH: So he used the Vaughan book, too,

HME: Used the Vaughanis, There's the Hartford Muslc Company. See
he got them from all of them, Any of them he could think of,

HOLLTNGSWORTH: Now,did he ever use any of the singing books that
didn’t have the music in it? That Just had words?

HUME: T don't think used the--=now he taught the lines and spaces,
you see, That's up to them. You know the letters and so Ohg

DD
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HUME (continued): he taught all_of that. He had--/Fume leaves
* room, returns/.

HOLLINGSWORTH: O0kay, Mrs., Hume you've gote~went out of the room
again, and you've brought me this blackboard,
You'tve done alot of research on this,

HUME: /Garbled words/.

ROLLINGSWORTH: About how long have you been looking up all of this?
Getting all this information together?

HUME: I've been quite awhile getting them out of these diaries,
You know, going through there and separating from the other
things.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Aheum,

HUME: And getting them out singing schools, T don't really know.
I couldn't have told you very much because I'd forgotten,
But that's out of his diaries, where he went, you know,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay.

HUME: And of course, T went with him, alot. But, alot of them T
didn't, because I couldn't go to all of them,

HOLLINGSWORTH: VWow did any of his children go with him to singe
ing schools?

HUME: Well, T don't think because they didn't attend regular,
They might have went some, but they didn’t attend regulars

/sinultaneously/ HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay, let's see your getting,
HUME: I guess /garbled words/., They've acknow-
ledged since he's been gone that they
should have, This is his blackboard,
/Fume unrolls blackboard/.

HOLLINGSWORTH: This is the blackboard that Mr, Hume use to use
in his singing schools. Do you know where he got
this from?

HUME: WNo, T don't,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Look at that. Let's see.

EUME: See it's got the lines and the spaces,

HOLLTNGSWORTH: It sure does.

HUME: See.

HOLLINGSWORTH: That's about a yard and a half long, and let's see,

HUME: See down here, [Eume points to bottom of blackboard towards




HOME (continued): chalk marks made by her husban§7.
HOLLINGSWORTH: And it's got some of his work on it, down there
at the bottom, Sure does. And it's about a yard
wide, So that's what he would carry with him?
HUME: Oh, hey.
/Eimultaneously/ WOLLINGSWORTH: And, he would,
HUME: At his singing school,
HOLTINGSWORTH: And he'd just use chalk.

HUME: He'd always take these. And there's his
hammer, and put up his board with,

HOLLINGSWORTE: His hammer?
HUME: You knows
HUME: Here'l!s his pointer, his pointer, you know.

HOLLINGSWORTH: He'd point to that blackboard? /Hume points to
blackboard/

HUME: Hey, see there's his lines and there's his spaces. And this
up here, of course, for the alto and soprano. This here is
for the bass and tenor down here, you see.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Um=hume

EUME: Second line,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Down on the second line,
HUME: Hey, g0 on through.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Now, would he take this, his trunk, with him? With
‘ his pointers and musgic and everything with him,
also?

HUME: Oh, hey, in his singing schools he took all that. Fe'!'d ale
ways, his Sunday singings he'd always took, maybe a hundred
or more books., Then everybody, you know, could have a book,
And he never did lose but a very few in all the years he
went. And he'd just hand them out, take them out, and give
them out to anybody in the crowd.

HOLLINGSWORTH: He'd give his books to people that would come?

HUME: Yea, he'd give them just for the day, you know, to use then
to sing in,.

HOLLINGSWORTH: And then,

HUME: And then come, gsome of them would come and get them, And
take them out over there, and give them all over to that
crowd, all over the house., When they collect them, most
every time he got every book back.




HOLLINGSWORTH: About how many people use to come to his singing
school?

HUME: Of course they would vary, you know, Sometimes the house
would be crowded, I mean that right there would be a crowded
house., /Hume points to photograph of singing school,/ T've
seen them, so many that they couldn't get into the house.

BOLLINGSWORTH: What age group of people would come, usually?

HUME: Oh, all ages. Old and young, plume down. People was interest-
ed back then, Now I don't know whether you could get them
there now., This day and time or not., Bult back then, espec-
ially at the Sunday singings, now. At the singing schools
they didn't. They'd be, you know, just the ones who wanted
to learn music mostly, at the singing schools, But anybody
who wanted to come was welcomed. He barred nobody away from
his singing schools, because that was one thing he wouldn't
have., Just anybody who wanted to learn. And there's not too
many people, you know, too interested in it. Learning, you
see. S0 there wouldn't be big crowds at the singing or all=-
day singing when we went to close out. Why there would be a
big crowd, PRecause they'd come from all over, you know,
just anywhere where they'd come from. We'd have the crowds,
nows I tell youe.

égimultanemusl§7 TOTTTNGSWORTH: FHow many days would his singing
schools usually last?

HUME: I Jjust took.

HOLLINGSWORTH: How many days would his singing schools usually
lasts?

HUME: About ften dayse.

HOLLINGSWORTH: About ten dayse.

FUME: Ten days, ten nights.

HOLLINGEWORTH: Were most of then here in Monroe County?

HUME: Not all of them,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Did he go?

HUME: No, T'11 show you that list,

HOLLINGSWORTH:0kay, S0 he had gone to some other places, 100,

HOMF: He'd been, he'd had singing schools in Tennessee, Several
singing schools in Tennessee. And out around Columbia,
and places like that, he had singing schools.

/Fimultaneously/ HOLLINGSWORTH: And would those down in Tennesses
last about ten days or so?

HUME: Hey, Jjust however they did., T think one,
twenty night school. That was at Freedom,
out on this side of Glasgows
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HOLLINGSWORTH: S0 at Freedom he had a night school?

HUME: Yea, most of them were night school. Now he'd had them on

sunday, Saturday evening and Sunday, sometimes, you know,
Long last of the week he'q have them like that,

AOLLINGSWORTH: About when they had these schools, about how many
hours would they stay each night to sing?

HUUME: There wasn't no set hours,
HOLLINGSWORTH: Just whenever?

HUME: They got tired, I reckon. /Fume laughter,7 TFar as T know
there wasn't no set hours. Just teach you, teach the lesson,
I don't remember him setting no hours, just now, Started up
at a certain time, and go on.

HOLLINGSWORTH Well, could you maybe tell me about, just pick out
any singing school session that he taught? ang sort
of tell me what it would be like? What was o typi-
Gal one? Maybe what kinds of steps maybe would he
go through?

HUME: Well, now, of course, he'd gtart on the, you know with the
starting points., Then he'd go Up, you know, as he went along
with the school, But he liked for his people to be separated
in groups, TIike the SOpranus, you know in one place, And

gether, Fe liked to separate them like that, if he could
get them to do that, you know., OFf Course, he left that up to
the people, But held tell them, you know, that the singing
would sound better, And held get them that way, alot of
times, very good, But now Iin the singing school, why, of
course, they, he'd start his school, Get up there and start
a lesson, and of course, they'd sing a song or two., They
started, and then he'd start the lesson, Then they, you
know, he'd agk questions. You know about the lesson,

of course he had these books, too, that some of them would
buy., That they could study on. And some of them didnit
‘buy. They Just went over theipr lesson, you know. S0, now
that's the way he went along, He just kept going up, getwm
ting a little higher, and a littje higher, you know, mill
he'd get all the points out,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Were there any favorite songs that people liked
to sing maybe moreso than others?

HUME: well, now, he had some favorites that he liked, He liked
one song, "Zion's Hill", And he got more request for that,
you know, Sunday singings, And he had one, now let me see. f
/Stopped recorder, Hume exitg room, reenters&7 |

HOLLINGSWORTH Okay, you brought some more things back in the OO0,
You brought some more music,

HUME: T don't see a title on this one. T was going.,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Was thigs done, was this piece of music in his hang
writing?
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[simultanecusly/ HUME: Yea, that's his work,

HOLLINGSWORTH: This is done in his hand-writing,
okay?

HUME: That's his,

BOLLINGSWORTH: So he would go through the music, and write down
in shape~notes, Tf it wasn't necessarily in a
book?

HUME: Yea, and then he had to teach the time and he taught the
lines and spaces, Then he taught, put the letters down,
you see, There's letters that go with each note. And
that's where they get their music on the shape-notes, is
the letters that go with these notes?

HOLLINGSWORTH: Well, what were, what were some of your favorite
songs that they would sing?

HUME: Well, really just any of them. T mean that they could
sing in the Spirit. /Hume laughter,/ And you could feel,
Now, that was a favorite to me., And, of course, I've
enjoyed his songs that he enjoyede: Rut T just love every-
body to get together and sing., And sing their part. And
that was just like heaven on earth, almost. Tt was. T've
been in some of them, it just felt like heaven wouldn't be
much different. Because it was all their paris. Was all
sitting around together, you know. And of course, the
soprano would lead out. But anyway in there where the
soprano would rest on the time. There's where these other
parts would come in there, you see. And when you get
them lined up like that, now it was really bsautiful.

And so then just alot of them_are special. _Alot of them,
just really pick them out. /Hume coughing,/ But now
“"Amazing Grace' got to be his special, for his last song.
And he would sing "Amazing CGrace! about nearly every time.
On the last, last year that he /Hume coughing,/ as he
closed out his singing. Thalt was hisg.

FOLTINGSWORTH: What did he do when he wasn't /Tume coughing? at
a singing school?

HUME: Well, he farmed. Worked on the farm. He sold Ribles and
papers through the week, Things like that,

FOLLINGSWORTH: Did he, now how long was he teaching singing
school? Could you tell me what year he stopped
teaching the schools?

HUME: T don't know. TLet me give you that, gﬁt@pped recorder,
Hume exits room, reenterse/ '

HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay, Mrs. Hume. You went out of the room and
brought us in some records.

HUME: Right here is a favorite of his of the filrst song he ever
sang in public,

BOLLINGSWORTH: And what's the name of it?
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HOLLTNGSWORTH: Now would he listen to these records?

HUME:

HOLLINGSWORTH: Now who's singing on these records?

HUME ¢

HOLLINGSWORTH: So hefs on these records?

HUME:

HOLLINGSWORTH: Now, where did he make these records? T didnt't

HUMY s

HOLLINGSWORTH: Now what year was this done?

HUME s

HOLLINGSWORTH: Now these particular records, were these just

/simultaneously/ WUME: We got a hundred made., We got one made.

HUME

HOLLINGSWORTH: Made into records?

HOME <

HOLLINGSWORTH: Both of you all singing together?

HUME:

-s0 much like him, I wish my record player was working

T sold, I ordered a hundred., Alvis put them on tape, you

"When the Roll is Called Up Yonder.!

Oh, yea, There's two or three, There's one that sounds

good, TI'd play it for you.

He is8., Thereis a =olo of his,

Oh, yea, he's on these. "God Shall Wipe All the Tears
Away,' /Fume reads record label./

realize this,

He made some of them over at his scn's, Herman Hume's st
Glasgow. Alvis brought his recording macjine, there, from
Louisville, And we met over there, and Alvis took these
songs off, you know. As we sung them, and he put them on
his tape, you know., And then they went somewhere and had
them put on.

I don't, probably not,

made for his own use? Were there other copiles
made?

HOLTLINGSWORTH: TFor people to buy or anything
like that?

know, Then we took them down here to Tennessee, and had
them made on, What do you call them?

Yea. Over on, had them put on records., Had, right here,
"Beyond the Sunset?, This is me and him,

Right there, "Beyond the Sunset", And that song, we had
a record player, you know, that would play twelve. T hbe=-
lieve it was, would drop the records down., And one day
he got in there, and sat down in there by the player.

And said~«T was in the kitchen, And he said, "Zilphile,
this is my favorite duet", Ve sat there and when that
would play, and drop down. He stop that, and put it
back up there, and play it again., And he sat there, and
the tears just rolled down., Beyond the sunset, We had
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HUME (continued): a preacher from down in Tennessee, come by
: who wanted a record. So he borrowed that

record, and he preached on the radio. And he
used that record on his program. When he preach-
ed on Sunday, he used that record., After he
passed away, he kept using that record. Of
course he's passed away now, that preacher's
passed away. But he used that record, And we
let him have two, and he brought the other one
back. And he said, "That one your not getting".
And he wouldn't bring that one back, He kept
it, and we had to go make another one, That's
why we made both of them.

HOLLINGSWORTH: So you all had made these records, or had gotten
these records made, And in the mean time, Mr,
Hume was teaching at the singing schools?

HUME: Oh, yea, he was at the ginging schools,

HOTTL.INGSWORTH: He was at the singing schools. Well, we're almost,
no we've got a little bit of tape left here.

HUME: "At Home with Jesus" is another one.
HOLLINGSWORTH: Is that just him, now?
HiME: No, thatis me and nim.

/Eimultaneously/ WOLTINGSWORTH: That's another one with the both
' of you.

HUME: RBoth me and him, uh=huh.

HUME: PFere'ls "Zion's Hill," that's been requested so much,
/Fume sings, sound is garbled,/ %®eally sing this one
right here, This one right here, This one right here,.

Me and him sung it., The last year of his life we'd go to
a singing. He said, " Me and my wife's going to sing",.
-And T got up there, and said, "Archie you sing another one,
Why don't you sing."  /Fume sings, garbled/

BOLLINGSWORTH: He wanted to sing that one?

HUME: He sing it, and he'd get to crying. And T 've have to go
on with my alto. /Hollingsworth, Hume laughter,/ T'd
stop, you know.

HOLTLINGSWORTH: TLet me interupt you for a minute., We'er going
to turn this tape over on the other side.




Tape 1,

- HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay, we're on

12
Side 2

side two of our tape,

[Binultaneouslyy HOLLINGSWO RTH

HUME:  There's one /Tecord/ of me and him,

HOLLINGSWORTF: And what's the name of that one,
HUME: "Therets Toom for Men,

HOLLINGSWORTH: "There's Room for Me'?

HUME: T sung alto on that one,

HOLL.INGSWORTH: So you were an alto singer?

HUME: Well T wasn't a real alto singer, but he wanted to make
these records, And T sing soprano, T never WaS Qe=Now
here's his, This is Just solos of his, See, "I'd Rmgther
Have Jesus'", That's one of his, "T'd Dather Tave Jesus,
Aud "Jesus is A1l T Need", that's his,

HOLLINGSWORTY: WNow let e ask you this, Did you ever do any

quartet singing?
Did you ever sing in a quartet?
Now did he?

HUME: WNo, I didn't,

other people,

Nos now he sung with

HUME: ¥He sung with them at his singings, You know somebody
Just pick up a quartet in the crowd, Somebody who just
wanted to sing. And he would sing with them, you know,

HOLLINGSWORTH: So he would just sing with quartetts sort of

spur of the moment? BRut he didn't sing with a
specific quartet?

HUME: No, he went out on his OWn, He was on his own. wis sing-

ings were his., T mean he was the one,
record,/ "What a Day That Wili Bemn,

iy

/Picks up another

[simultaneously/ HOLITNGSWORTH. S0 you've gotee

HUME:  Several in there,

You sure do,
850 records.

HOLLINGSWO RTH . Youlve got about ten or twelve or

We've got a record,

HUME:  We've got one. I believe it's ele-
ven songs on it. That we got some of these now on there,
And the childrenis all in there, his children,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Are singing on the record?

HUME: Hey.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Too, so it's the whole family singing?

gy
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HUME: Yea, we made that over at Herman's. ¥is son, Herman

Hume, in (Glasgow.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Tet me ask Jou, againe Can you tell me some of
the names of the places where he would have his
singing schools?

HUME: Well, let me give them ou to you,

HOLLINGSWORTH: OCkay, these places are found in the diary,
/Hume shuffles paper in box,7

HUME: Yea, these,
HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay.
HUME: Here you are, You want me to?

HOLLINGSWORTH: You can just list them off a few of them if you
iike to?

HUME: I don't care to 1list them all,

HOLIINGSWORTH: Okay,

HUME: While T was dewn hers, T can't teiil you what counties
that they were in because I haven't got that down. He
just said started singing school, you know at this places
Begin singing school st (edar Flat, October 26, 1945,
Now, T got it from 45, but he taught schools in back of
that, But T didn't get them done you sees Thatls where
the dlaries start that T went through, But he taught
them back then now from, well, in the twenties on up.
But T didn't go to his einging school you see, because
I wasn't a part of the family. And of course, T did
when he had them at Fbenezer, Alright, you got that
down. Begin singing school at Edmonton, MNow T can tell

- you when these closed if you wanted,

HOLLINGSWORTH: That would be groeat,

HUME: Well, the first one I'd done told you. I didn't tell
you when it closed, though, did I? VYou want me?

HOLLTNGSWORTH: Hey, that's fine,

HUME: Closed November Ly 1945, Begin singing school at Tdmon-
ton Methodist Church June 3 of 6. Now theme are dif-
ferent years you see, Closed June 9y 'L6, DBegin singe
ing school at Claypool, Tennessee, Qctober 11, 146, and
clogsed October 20, Begin singing school at Good Hope,
Febuary 1 ¢ closed March 2, '47, Begin singin
schoolyatqéOOQVﬁope, October-~%ﬁi34§s ano%her yo% sge
0f the-=seventeenth of %7, and closed the twenty-sixth
of '47, Begin singing school at Missionary Mounds,
November 21, '47, closed the 30 of "47, BRegin
singing school at Freedom, March 7, '47, and closed
April 20 s 47,
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HOLLINGSWORTH: And you've got some more written down there, too,

HirME e

T see,

Oh, yes. Begin singing school at Freedom, February 28 of
48, closed March 28, of '48, Begin singing school at
Skaggs Creek, April 1, of *48, closed April 18, 48,

Begin singing schogl at Beech Grove, June 22 of 48, clo=-
sed Julyhk, '48, /Hume laughter,/ Begin singing school
at~= now that's all of '48., Begin singing school at Mt.
Vernon, 0ld Monroe Church, April 14 of '49, closed May 13
of 49, That's all now in '49, Begin singing school at
Greenwoods That's over, that's Teunessee, You know where
that's at, along Boiling Springs? The sixteenth of 1950
and cloged April 7, of 1950, That's all of that onee

No, there's more here, Begin singing school at Mill Creek,
May 11, 1950, closed June 9, 1950, DBegin singing school
at Big Meadows, September 25, 1950, WNow, you see, these
are different counties, too. Blg Meadows is over toward
Glasgow, somewhere,

/simultaneously/ FHOLLINGSWORTH: So he,

HUME: Not in Monroe County.

/simultaneously/ HOLLINGSWORTH: So he,

rrrrrr T

BUME: DBLg Meadows mot, but ithese others, so
some of these others where,

HOLLINGSWORTH: So he was in Monroe Coutny?

HUME:

He lived in Monroeoe County.

HOLLINGSWORTH: And.

HITME <

But he went out of Monroe County.

HOLLINGSWORTH: And Barren County, he would have singing schools?

HUME

A

What are some of the other counties that you can
recall?

Barren, Adair County, Metcalfe. Begin singing school at
Dripping Springs, April9, '51, closed April 20. 8ee there's
about a ten night school, ten lesson. However he gets
them in there, you knowe Sometime, maybe, that Saturday
evening he might have one Saturday evening and Saturday
night, Make it a little shorter for their time, Regin
singing school at ILick Branch, March 16, 1953, Begin
singing school==and closed April 2., Did you get that?
Begin singing school at Hickory College April 20, and
closed May 7 of 195%, WNow Hickory College was a Church of
Christ. Hickory Branch is Presgbyterian. Dripping Springs
is Baptist, And, you know, he just went all denominations.
It didn't make any difference, We didn't sing for Just
certain ones. Just whoever wanted him, that's where he
went, I remember that singing up at Big Meadows, no Drip=
ping Springss I didn't feel like going. And he sald,

well he'd help me do the work. Fe always did,. sure enough.
And had such a good time. T enjoyed the singing., I enh=
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HUME (continued): Joyed listening to it, you know. And T was
- blessed to come back., /Fume laughter/ But
he'd go the next time, and T reckon T went
everyday.

HOLLINGSWORTH:  So he would go and then he'd come back, here?
I mean he would go to where he was teaching the
singing school and then come back here?

HUME: Come back home, If it was close enough, he'd always
come back home, _

/simultaneously/ FOLLINGSWORTH: So hes

HUME: But now like down in Tennessee, down close
to Nashville, why he couldn't come home,
He'd go somewhere like that and stay une
til.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Where would he stay?

HUOME: Well, he would just stay in the homes of whoever invited
him in, you know. Some who were coming to the singing
around different places, I've been down there on Saturday
night and Sunday with him when he'd be singing. He had
singings, all day singings, down there around close to
Nashville. Once a year, and 1T would go and get on Sature
day night and Sunday. Sing on Saturday night and Sunday.,
So they would always have a place for us. Some of them
would write and say you've got a place to go. We never
did have no trouble. Finally, I was sick. 71 had been
sick and in the hospital. 7T went a time or two and it
wasn't convenient for him, And T told him, T saild now,
"Archie, you've got to, you have to go by yourself, I
just can't go at night, anymore". T just said it makes
it inconvenient for him, By then he said, "Well, could
you make 1t on Sunday alright?" Yea, T could go on Suh-
days I can't make it at night. T said you can go on,
but without me. Said, "TV1il fix it, T'11 just write
them and tell them that to leave off the Saturday night
singing. We'll be there Sunday morning's 0Oh, T wept.
/fume, Hollingsworth laughter/ wow I got Hickory follege,
didn't T? You got Hickory College? Singing school began
at Tabor Methodist Church near Columbia, September 1 and
closed September 18, Now we lived at mdmonton at this
time at this. Begin singing schoole~now that was a Methe
odist e¢hurch. Begin singing school at Carter's Chapel,
October 19, '53, closed 30, '53, October 30, 153, Regin
singing school at Jones Chapel November 2, 153, closed
November 13, 153, /flume rustling papersi% Begin singing
school at Mill creek, Pebruary 22, '54, closed March 5,
"She PRegin sginging school at Hickory College, April 26,
V54 Same place where he had went before. And closed
May 21, 'S4e Begin singing school at Fellowship Church
near Murfeesboro, Tennesses, May 24, '54, closed May 29,
They probably had it both day and night. Tt says right
there, night, - Because down there 7 didn't go. BRegin
singing school at Jones Chapel, October 4, of V54, and

Ea 0
_fﬁiﬁgi__m_m“m .
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FIIVE (continued): closed October 15, of 54, RBegln singing
school at Carter's chapel, October 18, 54,
and closed October 29, 's4, Begin singing
school at Grace (reek, Rearwallow., That's
out beyond Burksville, somewhere., Ans close
ed March 6, '55, This is '55, Did T tell
you '547 This is 55, 155, 155, @Begin
singing school at Gabe. Tlve got it GeAwR-T,
T believe it's Gabetown. Ti've believe Tlve
got it someplace Gabetown, T just failed to
put it down, May 4 of '55, and closed May
22, '55. Regin singing school at Carter's
Chapel. See somr of these he went back

- over there another year, you know, and taught,
Carter's Chapel, VMonday night, April 2, Y56,
closed April 13 of 56, Begin singing school
at Beaver Dam. TNo you know where that's at?
Beaver Dam, September 24, '56, closed Nctober
5s '56. T remember that, we lived at Fdmon-
ton then, And we got some woman to come
stay with me while he was at school in Reaver
Dams, PRegin singing school at T.yletown, 0Octo-
ber 22 of '56, closed September 6, '58, Now
that's sing schofls T've got dén} That's
158, ©

HOLLINGESWORTH: Now he use to g0 Lo singing conventions some-
times?

HUME: Yea, he'd go to singing. FHe'd come to a singing convente
ion up here, There was an old lady after his wife had
died, you know. There was a woman by the name of Sally
something. She was a widow, about hig age. And it was
an all-day singing one day. She'd come to ging., She
was an alto singer. ¥He talked to her. She got to tell-
ing at noon. She got to telling about her husband had
dieds And said that Brother Wume's wife had died, And
said shw went to Tompkinsville to meet him, and he said
he knew her, too, And said that he got up there, and lead
songs, and said just cried., And he was an awful hand at
shedding tears. Thatis one, if he was touched, you know,
especially. Fe could cry with joy and he could cry with
sadness, Fe was abig talker. T mean he could, he could
just talk to anybody. He had good terms, And so, she
said, '"And he wouldn't pay a bit of attention to me",

She said, "That's why T went", /Tume, Hollingsworth
laughter,/ She's honest about iT. That's why she went
to meet him, you know. &he thought she could get him,

HOTLLINGSWORTH: Tet me ask you some guestions. A few minutes
ago you brought in this picture from a singing,
Tt says.

FUME: Poplar 1.og.

HOLLINGSWORTE: 1It's at Poplar lLog in Monroe County?

HUME: Yea,
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HOLLINGSWORTH: And it was made about 1924 or 25, (ould you
_ point? Was your husband in this picture?
HUME: There's my husband right there,
HOTLLINGSWORTH: FHe's on,
HUME: That there's hin.
‘ HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay, there he is. He's got on a black jacket,
- and white shirt. And he's in the third row,
And he's about, oh, seven people over from the
left. He's standing by a lady holding a baby.
/simultaneously/ WOLTTNGSWORTH: So there's your husband?
ETME: That's his wife T guess.

HOLLINGSWORTH: That's his wife next to him with the 1ittle
baby?

HUME: I think this is her right here, right in there. T believe
thatis his wife., Right there.

/simultaneously/ WOLLINGSWORTH: Right there, right there in
L 2,
front of him with the baby?

HUME: Right there in front of him, yea.
HOLLTNGSWORTH: Where did you find this picture?

HUME:  Well that was in~~I think that was in with, yea. This
come from Doug. Doug is my brother. And my dad, T
think my Dad's in that scene. But T can't pick him out,
There'!'s so many people in there. And T had somemw]
couldn't find them this morning. 7I've got so many pice
tures that I couldn't find, and there's one of.,

HOLLINGSWORTH: TLet me ask you about these pictures I've got
right here, real quick., Could you tell me,
let's see., WHere's two pictures, here's a pice
ture,

HUME: That's Archie., Isn't 11? Tt looks like him, /Fume,

am

Hollingsworth laughter,/ You know back when he was, Tt
sure looks like him,

/simultaneously/ HOLLINGSWORTH: Who's,
HUUM®m:  Why it is, that's him.
HOLLINGSWORTH: And Chase (Gentry?
HUME: [/reading back of picture./ Gentry onﬁeft about 1918, 1918,

He wasn't married then, T think he married when he was
about niﬁ?een.
/

HOLLINGSWORTH: About nineteen. HNow here's another picturs. And
here he ise.

o ey
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HUME: That's him,
HOLLINGSWORTH: Hets the second from the right?
HOME: That's right, vea,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Could you tell me any of the other people are in
the picture?

HIME: Where did you get these from?

HOLLINGSWORTH: Well, Dre. Montell got these from,

HiME: Tdha Hume?

HOLLTNGSWORTH: Up in Louisville.

HUME: That's Archie's daughter, Edna ¥ing., /Peading the back of
the picture,/ Burt Bowman, I remember Burt Bowman. Arche
ie Hume, others unknown to me., Made at Sand Lick about
1926,

/simultaneously/ FHOLLINGSWORTH: Did you know?

HUME: And we went to that singing?

HOLLINGSWORTH: Do you recall any of the other people in that
picture, maybe?

HUME: No, T don'tes That looks like, T can't recall his name.
I can't recall his name right nows Wo, T don?t know
his name, No, T don'ta Now here his first wife was
living when this was made. WNow this is him and his wife,
HOLLINGEWORTH: Qkaye

HUME: TRight here. His first wife, now she's dressed old-timey,
you know, PBut that's him.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Here's ancother,
HUME: Thatt!s him when me and him married,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Do you remember when that picture was taken?
Tt says on the back about 1?1935,

HUOME: Well, 7 don't know. Anyway, I, it was taken and looked
like me at the time. TIn '35, now me and him married in '39,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Wow here's a little picture. Hers's your husband,
HUMET:  That's him,

HOLLINGSWORTH: And then let's see it Says here that Archie Hume,
Tetts see, ig that him here on the right?

HEUME: Who? Archie right here,
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/simultaneously/ WOLLINGSWORTH: Archie, okay and here's,
| HUME: ®Right there, that's him, right there.

AOLLINGSWORTH; Okay, let's see who else i1g in there. &d Martin,
. okay.

/simultanecusly/ HWUME: T know Fd,
HOLLINGSWORTE: E&d Martin's on the left,
/simultaneously/ FOTLINGSWORTH: Okay, do you know who this man?
HUME: This is Ed right here, T guess,

HOLLIMNGSWORTH: Do you know who that man is right in the middle,
by any chance?

BUME: TLet's see, left, left of ®d Martin, Fey, left is Fd Mar
tin, right Archie Hume. /Reading back of picture,7 Man
in middle is unknown to mes Made at 01d Mulkey about
1926,

HOLLINGSWORTH: So the rest of those people donit loock familiar?

HUME: ©No, I can't, T don't know unless that's a Rafe fellow,
righit there. A crippled Rafe. And that looks alot like
him, but I wouldn't say that it was. T don't knowe T
don't know those two,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Ckay, what year of ¥r, Bume's diaries?

HOME: MNow, they've had that taken from an o0ld picture that I
guess was blotched with paintse I'm not for sure, but
paints blotched up like that,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Now, Mr, Hume's diaries you've got out here,
What year do they stop? How far up did he write
up to? Did he write up to 1963, when he passed
away?

HUME: Hey, he sure dide He wrote up until the day he died.
/Tume rustling papers./

HOLLINGSWO™TH:  He dide Do you have his,
HUME: His diaries?
HOLLINGSWORTH: His last entry maybe?

HUME: /[soft, garbled words,/

HOLLINGSWORTH: TLet's see.

HUME: /s0ft, garbled words,/

HOLLINGSWORTH: Okay, let's see. You've got some papers that are,
whoops. /HAume drops papers/ -

g




Zgimultaneousli7 HUME: T'm going to show you,

HOLLINGSWORTH: That are paper clipped?
/simultaneously/ WUME: T'm going to show you.

HOLLTNGSWORTH: That are paper clipped together?
AUME:  T'm going to show you some singings,
HOLLINGSWORTH: Show me singings?
HUME: Show you singings.
HOLLINGSWORTH: Tet's see,

HUME: Says 'S1. No, about the last two years he quite, He
said, " Wow I've just got to quite singing for revivals."
Now I didn't get the funerals that he held. Fe held
several funerals. He sang for funerals, 7T didn't get
them, I was just getting-~T got some of them sorted
out, but.

HOLLINGSWORTH: So these papers you have here, these are listings
of all of hig?

HUME:  These are listings of his Sunday singingse.

HOLLINGSWORTH: OFf his Sunday singings, how long have you been
going through all of thig?

FUME: Tt igok me about three weeks. zﬁﬁme places papers near
mic,

HOLLINGSWORTH: About three weeks to go through?

BUME: Yea, sometimes it was twelve o'clock in thenight,
/Hollingsworth laughter,/ You know, you get so tired,
- It took me along time, Tet'g see,

HOLLINGSWORTH: Tet me ask you, We'!re almost out of tape on
this side. Let me ask Jou a gquestion real quick,
You were talking about how he would never turn
away anybody who couldn't pay to go to singing
school. How much did people, did he usually
charge? For people that could afford to pay?

HUME:  Well, now he charged so much for his singing. For the
ten night school, you see. And then, they made it up
in the rounds. People who wanted to help on the singing
school just made that much Up, you see, for to pay him
because of the teaching, WHe didn't take no certain
amount from any certain one, Just what they wanted to
pay till they'd get that amount. FHe charged so much
for the singing school to teach a ten night school.
And then,
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HOLLINGSWORTH: Would you mind telling me how much he charged,

HUME:

usually?

Well, now to start with, T forget., They didn't get as
much as they did on the last, you see, because things
kept going ups But on the start he didn't get much,
maybe twenty, twenty=-five, thirty dollars for a ten
night school. And then on the last, T think 1t was over
a hundred dollars he got probably on the last. But he
had to guite it. Ue said it was too hard on him. Said,
"Tim going to have to guite singing for revivals and
having singing schools, But my Sunday singings, T've
got to go on with". And he told me that spring, Sit=
ting right there by the stove, and I was in here, And
he usually get the Bible and read, you know, while I
was getting breakfast. And if he didn't he'd read

« PBut he was sitting in there, and he

was ordering him a new book in the spring. And I think
we were singing at that time, and he said, "Zilphie,"
he sald, " it's hard on you to go every Sunday like
we're going'. And said, "You can take off a Sunday or
two and rest", And I knew he was going down., I mean,
T could tell. He could pitch his voice and go way up
vondere. Didntt look like it was a bit more trouble
when he was singing. %o many people have spoke about
that, And T just breathed a little prayer. TLord if
You'll give him the strength, T'11 be like You. That
last year we mever missed a service, The last year

of his service.

HOLLINGSWORTH: Well, Mrs. Hume, I want to thank you. We're

running out of tape for your interview, And
T just really appreciate it.




