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Dance the night away: Dance Big Red raises money for hospital
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As the curtain dropped Saturday morning on Western Kentucky University’s Dance Big Red 2019, Baylee Lackey looked every bit like a person

fighting fatigue after spending the previous 12 hours dancing.

“I’m halfway between exhausted and totally pumped,” said a sweating, flushed Lackey, a junior at WKU from Clarksville. “I’m three energy drinks

in, but I’m enjoying it.”

The fifth annual Dance Big Red fundraiser attracted more than 900 students to Preston Health and Activities Center for a late-night-blending-into-

morning of dancing, games and fun.

The annual student-led event benefits the Children’s Hospital Foundation, which raises funds for Norton Children’s Hospital and its sister

facilities in Louisville.

At the end of a 12-hour marathon session at 8 a.m., students who had been on their feet since the beginning collapsed gratefully to the floor, and

organizers revealed that the benefit raised $71,780.17.

Event co-chair Paige Priest said money raised from this year’s Dance Big Red will support pediatric heart and adolescent cancer care at Norton

Children’s Hospital.

“It’s a great cause and a great way to bring people on campus together, whether you’re Greek or not Greek, no matter what grade you are, no

matter what clubs you’re in,” said Priest, a senior from Santa Claus, Ind.

A host of scheduled activities throughout the night in addition to the dancing – including Zumba, a limbo contest and several group games – kept

the energy high among the students.

A sitting room off the main floor and snacks were available for students in need of a breather, but otherwise the two hard and fast rules that

applied on the dance floor were no sitting and no leaving until the end.

“Once you’re in, you’re in,” said co-chair Kelsey Humpert, a senior from Union.

As Dance Big Red neared its conclusion, some students looking to beat back exhaustion resorted to creative solutions.

Griffin Beckner and a group of friends organized an impromptu game of leapfrog as the time approached 7 a.m.

“We build off each other. Anytime one of us gets tired, you’ve got to keep everybody up,” said Beckner, a junior from Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Beckner has been to Dance Big Red each year he’s been a WKU student.

Beckner didn’t know whether he would return for next year’s Dance Big Red, but he admitted that might be the sleep deprivation speaking for

him.

Buy NowMegan Hesse of Madison, Ind., rests on a table during Dance Big Red on Saturday, March 30, 2019, at the
Preston Center. (Austin Anthony/photo@bgdailynews.com)
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Justin Story

“God knows whose idea (leapfrog) was,” Beckner said. “Maybe someone with less of a brain than I have.”

Dance Big Red originated in 2014, when Kelli Robinson, a WKU student at the time, contacted Children’s Hospital Foundation about creating a

dance event to support Norton.

In the first four years, the benefit has managed to raise more than $170,000 from community sponsors and individual donors.

– Follow courts reporter Justin Story on Twitter @jstorydailynews or visit bgdailynews.com.

RECOMMENDED

https://www.bgdailynews.com/users/profile/Justin%20Story
http://bgdailynews.com/


Powered by 

" Shark Tank Keto Diet Stuns Millions {See
Why}"

Poll: Do you plan to vote to re-elect Donald
Trump in 2020?

Drink 3 cups of this for 3 days and say
goodbye to your belly fat no exircise, no diet.

How Seniors Are Falling Asleep And Staying
Asleep Each Night

Threat to Christians Real How Seniors Are Staying Asleep Each Night

74 Year Old Grandma Shocks Doctors: Forget
Botox, Do This

Our Hearts Go Out To Denzel Washington

https://track.roinattrack.com/eeb2582b-7533-425e-a8a0-e2c3e38f230d?creative=141952&placement=166690&domain=BG+Daily+News+-+4218&Camp=Only+Mine+-+Keto&zne=MISSING
https://arcacobra.lpages.co/5123nm/
https://lmmobi.com/7805cf18-e12c-4fe7-b970-18919986e7d3?wid=166690&win=BG+Daily+News+-+4218&ci=14162&an=Drink_l3_C1&ai=142216&st=KY&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bgdailynews.com%2Fnews%2Fdance-the-night-away-dance-big-red-raises-money-for%2Farticle_54b386cc-4b9b-547a-a185-4f73ff1e1085.html
https://tinylnk.co/c/wuMuQ1tGbF/en=nmax&b=slp5?aOZMOWjkBQZo5GliAAABadj%252BzFUxNjEuNi4xNi4yN141Y2EyMGJmYWU0YjA4YTJhZGE1MTUxMDBeTUlTU0lOR15iZ2RhaWx5bmV3cy5jb21eT1NfWF5QRVJTT05BTF9DT01QVVRFUl50cnVlXmZhbHNlXnRydWU%253D
https://www.newsmax.com/newsfront/davidhorowitz-darkagenda-glennbeck-christians/2019/03/30/id/909433/?dkt_nbr=030702l1sn81
https://tinylnk.co/c/wuMuQ1tGbF/en=nmax&b=slp6?DYEzzA2DevQNgxaQAAABadj%252BzFUxNjEuNi4xNi4yN141Y2EyMGJmYWU0YjA4YTJhZGE1MTUxMDBeTUlTU0lOR15iZ2RhaWx5bmV3cy5jb21eT1NfWF5QRVJTT05BTF9DT01QVVRFUl50cnVlXmZhbHNlXnRydWU%253D
https://track.roinattrack.com/e05e1c1a-629e-4cef-8164-f55cfc1e850e?creative=141953&placement=166690&domain=BG+Daily+News+-+4218&Camp=Side+Fold+-+South+Beach+Skin&zne=MISSING
https://reduces-fingoloft.com/560ad9b8-e9b0-422b-a953-072d8c8094db?Page-Domain=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bgdailynews.com%2Fnews%2Fdance-the-night-away-dance-big-red-raises-money-for%2Farticle_54b386cc-4b9b-547a-a185-4f73ff1e1085.html&WidgetID=166690&ADID=141138&WidgetName=BG+Daily+News+-+4218&campaignid=13572
https://www.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/

