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Many times in her life, Jazzlin Hamilton has felt out of place.

While chasing her dreams in acting or dance, she’d look around and see too few people of

color like her. She’s felt it while competing in pageants, vying to become the next Miss

Kentucky, and that feeling followed her to Western Kentucky University as a black

student from Louisville attending a predominantly white institution.

That changed when Hamilton, now a junior, found a home in the university’s

Intercultural Student Engagement Center Academy.

The program supports students of color, first-generation college students or those who

are Pell eligible or in need of assistance with their college experience.

Through the academy, students get peer mentoring and an opportunity to be part of a

community of students living and taking classes together, with the goal of helping them

persist to graduation.

For Hamilton, it’s a space where she’s immediately understood.

Buy NowWestern Kentucky University students compete in a game Sunday, August 18, 2019, during WKU's
Intercultural Student Engagement Center back to school event at Mt. Zion Baptist Church. (Bac
Totrong/photo@bgdailynews.com)

Bac Totrong/Daily News

https://www.bgdailynews.com/content/tncms/live/#
https://www.bgdailynews.com/users/profile/Bac%20Totrong
https://www.bgdailynews.com/content/tncms/live/#1


“I just love the feeling of being with people who look just like me who are striving for

excellence,” Hamilton said.

On Sunday, Hamilton was among the academy’s students who gathered for a meal and

games at Mount Zion Baptist Church for a back to school bash. It capped off a day given

over to helping students move into their residence halls and bring parents and students

up to speed with orientation sessions.

For Martha Sales, executive director of the Cynthia and George Nichols III Intercultural

Student Engagement Center, it was an opportunity to welcome the academy’s third class

and introduce this year’s focus: philanthropy and community service.

“We want our students to learn how to give back within different communities in Bowling

Green, not just to be served, but learn how to serve,” Sales said. “We partnered with

Mount Zion because they are exhibiting the true meaning of service today.”

The academy has also partnered with the Boys and Girls Clubs and the Housing Authority

of Bowling Green for community service projects.

“We’ve also added a philanthropy piece because want to teach students how to give back,

not only with their time, but also financially,” Sales said.

Mount Zion Pastor John Lee said that although the church normally hosts K-12 back-to-

school events, Sunday’s event marked the first time that it has worked with college

students.
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“This gives us an opportunity to minister to them on a level, on a practical level, where

we’re not just ministering to their souls, but we’re actually meeting their needs,” he said,

recalling an experience he had in college when he struggled to find a safety pin. “It’s the

little things.”

Along with hosting the meal, the church donated laundry baskets filled with essentials to

the students.

“We want to become an extended family to them. We want to become that family away

from home,” Lee said, referring in particular to freshmen students away from home for

the first time. “They need to know they have that support system.”

For Sales, the program is already showing promise just three years in. Most of the

students who started with the academy in fall 2017 as freshmen have persisted to become

juniors.

“We’ve had a success rate with those students of 68 percent,” she said. “Our last cohort,

from fall to fall, they have a 72 percent matriculation rate.”

Jay York, a junior from Covington, said joining the academy helped him branch out on

campus.

“Once I got in ISEC Academy, it enabled me to network all across campus, all across

Bowling Green,” and even with some people in northern Kentucky, York said. “ISEC is the

reason I’m still at Western Kentucky."

Jaden Adams, a freshman from Louisville, said she was drawn to the academy by what

she heard from people back home.
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Aaron Mudd
Education reporter. Covers education and related issues, focusing primarily on the Bowling Green and Warren
County public school districts and Western Kentucky University.

“This program really sheltered them,” she said. “I just knew that I wanted to be a part of

that.”

– Follow education reporter Aaron Mudd on Twitter @BGDN_edbeat or visit bgdailynews.com.

RECOMMENDED

https://www.bgdailynews.com/users/profile/Aaron%20Mudd
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ClPDy4aZaXf-WLMyJgwapjLGYD5Tsr_ZXwLHQno4IsJAfEAEg3JT1AWDJvtKI_KOEF6ABvpK6_APIAQKoAwHIA8kEqgSbAk_QpY2rFo74pqLDxtmbiFJjykXdKQe7Gkf9MKjJCsW13tXF2YEbcDMbIOc1kyFP8Eh6GEKDUTrTb8bItzbUdUNHBwOXvxM6HFILqJ_KzJw10BkSJem4c3s5Y6XHkHaDH1l3aLfNFN3kasQ2Fz2Bh1-oyQNjeXP7O6bblzkQ6GTPnqX6c2MjiWf3Jrs_hfESxNGDD8czew5_jYpozpTwr31nD4mCBfaCr9v9-TGiBl6rANsQNQs6lAQdJTNzbJaWs-SIdB-fMck3ZUMfOaX0OOv66DYZLnrBbPg4gVwh0MuMMhHc5I9prBONO_UXaho2l8AA-2dhR8foMj1sqz-OdOgIQh1LmRaFvanXLmv9xIz4YEAqc6ImEwfpQvqgBgKAB6rtxQOoB47OG6gH1ckbqAfB0xuoB4XUG6gHgdQbqAeC1BuoB4bUG6gHhNQbqAeT2BuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYDrEJ93D8qQIZsIeACgGKCuoBaHR0cHM6Ly9tb25pdG9yLnBwY3Byb3RlY3QuY29tL3YxLjAvdGVtcGxhdGU_YWNjaWQ9NWJmODRlMmU5YWJmMTEzY2UxMDdlNWI0Jmt3PSZtdD0mbnc9ZCZjcG49MTAyMDU5MTI0OCZkZXZpPWMmZGV2bT0mbG9jcD05MDE0NjgxJmxvY2k9JnBsPXd3dy5iZ2RhaWx5bmV3cy5jb20mY3I9MzExNzM4MjIwOTAxJmFkcD1ub25lJnJ1aWQ9NzgyNjQyMjM2NTMwNzIyNTc3JnNhZHQ9JnVybD17dW5lc2NhcGVkbHB1cmx92BMM&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_1S7QNPE_E2Ip0s3zhJ2dfRE4Uq9A&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&adurl=https://www.fisherinvestments.com/en-us/campaigns/smo/lf%3Fcountry%3DUS%26alleycode%3DLF%26PC%3DGOOAH43EC4%26CC%3D3G46%26utm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIv4un54eP5AIVzMTACh0pRgzzEAEYASAAEgKAFPD_BwE
http://bgdailynews.com/


Powered by 

Trump FDA Move Clinches 2020 Victory? Special: Newly Legalized Hemp Oil Leaves
Doctors Speechless - Seniors Shocked

A Big Turmeric Story You’re Not Being Told Stem Cells do What for Blood Sugar?

https://canna.mygreengardener.net/canlsbe#section--38078-139
https://go.usmagazine-trends.com/355da0e6-720b-4a04-aca1-33bdc68d3a20
https://primalforce.net/directck/curcumin-curcum-b2g1/
https://media.primalforce.net/blood-sugar/?vsl=mb_nm_diabetes_rec_scell_awas_bs_awas_20190818
https://www.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/

