
The Western Scholar is published
semiannually for members of the

public interested in Western Kentucky
University scholarship and research.

Produced by the Office of
Graduate Studies and Research,

the Office of Sponsored Programs,
University Libraries, and

the Division of Public Affairs.

CO-EDITORS
Dr. Gay Helen Perkins

University Libraries
<gay.perkins@wku.edu>

Dr. Phillip E. Myers
Office of Sponsored Programs

<phillip.myers@wku.edu>

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Ms. Pamela Napier

Office of Sponsored Programs
<pamela.napier@wku.edu>

FACULTY SCHOLARSHIP
COUNCIL MEMBERS

Dr. Elmer Gray,
Dean of Graduate Studies

Dr. Joseph Bilotta
Dr. Christopher Brown
Dr. Kenneth Crawford

Dr. Matt Green
Dr. Christopher Groves

Ms. Michael Hollis
Dr. William Howard

Dr. Roy Howsen
Dr. Barbara Kacer

Dr. Phillip E. Myers
Dr. Gay Helen Perkins

Dr. Karen Schneider
Dr. Mary Wolinski

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
Mr. Bob Skipper

Ms. Rebecca Miles

ART DIRECTOR
Mr. Tom Meacham

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Ms. Carol Cummings

Ms. Shawntel Ensminger
Mr. Tommy Newton

Ms. Beth Sewell
Mr. Bob Skipper

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS
Mrs. Sheryl Hagan-Booth

Mrs. LaDonna Harmon

CONTRIBUTING DESIGNERS
Mr. Marcus Dukes,

Senior Designer
Ms. Inga Dora Gudmundsdottir

Ms. Ruth E. G. Loiacano
Ms. Dinara Sagatova

COVER PHOTO
Photo by Mr. Uwasomba,

courtesy of the Ministry of
Information, Culture

and Tourism,  Nigeria.

2 Tracing the Trade Routes of the Slaves
By Carol Cummings
Dr. Johnston A.K. Njoku’s interest in tracing slave routes
came from studying African American folktales in Kentucky.

6 Fragments of the Past
By Shawntel Ensminger
Dr. Joseph Trafton notes that the Dead Sea Scrolls put us
in contact with an enormously turbulent period in
Jewish history.

10 History in the Library
By Bob Skipper
“It was fascinating,” Jonathan Jeffrey said. “It was like
reading someone else’s mail from 100 years ago. That is
really what clicked me into this whole librarianship thing.”

14 Global Human Rights
By Phillip E. Myers and Beth Sewell
As Dr. Sam McFarland studied the genocide and war crimes
of the past century, he became committed to
understanding and teaching about human rights.

18 Public Schools: Can Competitive Forces  Make a Difference?
By Carol Cummings
According to Dr. Mel Borland, a growing body of evidence
suggests greater market competition among schools has
resulted in higher student academic achievement.

20 Up Front Geology
By Tommy Newton
As environmental geologists, researchers, and concerned
citizens, Drs. Ken Kuehn and Mike May aren’t the types
to just scratch the surface.

23 The Evolution of the Concrete Canoe Team
By Tommy Newton
“This project is not about building a concrete canoe,”
Dr. Matthew Dettman said, “It’s about building engineers.”

26 Can You Dig It?
By Beth Sewell
It doesn’t matter to Dr. Darlene Applegate if it’s digging up
bones, fragments of glass, or spear points.
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Dr. Johnston Njoku’s research team surveys and documents the
Blue River in Nigeria where slaves were taken to the Atlantic
Ocean.


