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 2 Age Effects in Learning and Judgment
 By Bob Skipper

While our waning ability to make judgments may be a 
natural effect of aging, Dr. Sharon Mutter wants to find out 
why these changes happen.

 6 Children in Robes
 by Carol Cummings

Dr. Jeffrey Samuels wants to know why most Buddhist 
monks enter the monastery as children.

 10 Doing the Dirty Work
 by Tommy Newton

The saying “It’s a dirty job but someone has to do it” could 
apply to Dr. Kunlei Liu’s career in clean coal research.

 14 Hillbilly: An American Icon
 by Carol Cummings

Dr. Anthony Harkins has spent much of his career research-
ing the concept and history of the hillbilly.

 18 Kessler’s Compression
 by Tommy Newton

Growth in digital technology has driven Dr. Bruce Kessler’s 
research in appling fractal functions to image compression.

 20 Rediscovering a Lost Generation  
of East German Film Directors

 by Bob Skipper
Dr. Laura McGee is  looking at the last generation of film  
directors educated in East Germany before the Berlin Wall fell.

 24 Body Beautiful?
 by Carol Cummings

We know unrealistic ideals for women’s bodies affect wom-
en’s self-esteem. But have you thought about the effect of 
unrealistic male body images?  Dr. Rick Grieve has.

 27 Enjoying the Process
 by Bob Skipper

“I enjoy the whole research-teaching process,” Dr. Johnny 
Chan said. “It’s amazing and fun. And I get paid to do it.”

VOLUME 5 • NUMBER 1 • FALL 2004

ISSN 1550-5731 • eISSN 1550-5537

 30 Research Briefs
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