
The Western Scholar is published
semiannually for members of the

public interested in Western Kentucky
University scholarship and research.

Produced by the Offi ce of
Graduate Studies and Research,

the Offi ce of Sponsored Programs,
University Libraries, and 

the Offi ce of University Relations.

Western Kentucky University,
1 Big Red Way, Bowling Green, KY 

42101-3576

CO-EDITORS

Dr. Gay Helen Perkins
University Libraries

<gay.perkins@wku.edu>

Dr. Phillip E. Myers
Offi ce of Sponsored Programs

<phillip.myers@wku.edu>

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Ms. Pamela Napier
Offi ce of Sponsored Programs

<pamela.napier@wku.edu>

FACULTY SCHOLARSHIP 
COUNCIL MEMBERS

Dr. Elmer Gray, Co-Chair
Dean of Graduate Studies 

and Research 
Dr. Phillip E. Myers, Co-Chair

Dr. Johnny Chan
Dr. Lloyd Davies

Dr. Marilyn Gardner
Dr. Brian Goff

Dr. George Kontos
Dr. Elizabeth Lemerise

Mr. Greg Mills
Dr. Mostafa Mostafa

Dr. George Musambira
Dr. Gay Helen Perkins

Dr. Raymond Poff
Dr. Vicki Stayton

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Mr. Bob Skipper

ART DIRECTOR

Mr. Tom Meacham

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Ms. Joy Baum
Ms. Carol Cummings
Mr. Tommy Newton

Ms. Kimberly Parsley
Mr. Scott Sisco

Mr. Bob Skipper

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS

Mrs. Sheryl Hagan-Booth
Mrs. LaDonna Harmon

CONTRIBUTING DESIGNERS

Mr. Marcus Dukes,
Senior Designer

Mrs. Mondana Mahdavi
Ms. Anna Brown

Ms. April Petty
Mr. Brian Sachleben

Ms. Natalie Ward

Printing  paid for from state funds, KRS 57.375

 2 Connecting the Dots
 by Tommy Newton

Almost every problem can be made a graph problem, 
according to Computer Science Associate Professor 
Mustafa Atici.

 5 Curves and a Math Maven
 by Shirley Gray and Bob Skipper

Early exposure to calculus at Western leads to worldwide 
research into curve theory for Dr. Shirley Gray.

 9 Teaching and Learning
 by Kimberly Parsley

Dr. Sally Kuhlenschmidt began her research in the third 
grade, and now uses her experience to help others through 
the Faculty Center for Excellence in Teaching.

 13 The Psychology of Morality
 by Carol Cummings

Many changes occur in thinking during the college years, 
and Dr. Pitt Derryberry wants to discover how those changes 
contribute to moral development.

 17 A Pure World
 by Joy Baum

For Dr. Kelly Madole, the pure world of the infant mind 
provides a clean message in her study of the development 
of categorization.

 20 Dr. Historian
 by Scott Sisco

Dr. Vernon Sheeley has the largest known private collection 
of information on the leaders in the fi eld of counseling.

 23 Simply Poetry
 by Carol Cummings

Although poetry deals with deep mystery and complexity, 
Dr. Tom Hunley fi nds inspiration for his poetry in the little 
things in life.

 26 The Drama and the Gesture
 by Bob Skipper

Yvonne Petkus spent a year and a trip to Italy to study 
Baroque masterpieces in their natural environments and 
learn more about how they infl uence her work.

 30 Research Briefs
Disputed Marriages during the Reformation, Economic Change 
in China, Security Surveillance Improvements
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