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Professional Writing 

 Many students struggle with writing – you are not 

alone 

 Writing is an essential professional social work skill 

 When you start practicing social work, you will be 

writing 

 



Professional Writing: Suggestions 

 Write your paper early – don’t wait until the night 

before the paper is due 

 The key to good writing is rewriting 

 Utilize the WKU Writing Center  

 www.wku.edu/writingcenter 

 (270) 745-5719 

 Have a friend, spouse/partner, or classmate 

proofread your paper 

 

 

http://www.wku.edu/writingcenter


Professional Writing: Suggestions 

 Develop an outline for the paper…then fill in the 

blanks! 

 Read your paper aloud 

 Use MSWord spell & grammar check…but don’t rely 

on it completely 

 

 



APA Style Manual 

 American Psychological Association (APA)  

 APA manual is designed to help writers within the 
discipline improve communication through a common 
writing format.  

 

 



APA Style Manual 

APA Manual, p. 62 



APA Manual, p. 15-16 



APA Style Manual: Paraphrase 

If the name of the author occurs in the text, cite the 

year: 

 According to Caline (2001) and Bison (2009), social 

work is a profession. 

 In 2009, Peters and Olson compared social work and 

politics. 



APA Style Manual: Direct Quote 

If the citation is a direct quotation, provide page number 

after quote: 

 Peters and Olson (2009) found that the media effect, 

which had been verified in previous studies, 

“disappeared when behaviors were studied in a 

group” (p. 276). 

 

 Use direct quotes sparingly. Direct quotes are used if 

the idea is stated in a unique manner that would lose 

meaning if it is paraphrased. 



APA Style Manual 

Book: 

Caline, R. (2001). Social work, media, and the law. 

Lawrence, KS: ABC Books. 

 

Journal article: 

Peters, A., & Olson, B. (2009). Survey again. Journal of 

Reference, 2(2), 50-89. 
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APA Style Manual 

APA Manual, Sixth Edition 

 Plagiarism: p. 15-16 

 Example of Paper: p. 41-59 

 Writing Clearly & Concisely: p. 61-86 

 The Mechanic of Style (including punctuation): p. 87-

124 

 

 http://www.apastyle.org/learn/tutorials/basics-

tutorial.aspx 
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